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Scripture Quotations 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are taken from The 

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by International Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 

Other Scripture Quotations Marked… 

 "CJB" are taken from the Complete Jewish Bible, which uses the 

name "Adonai" for the Hebrew name of God. Public Domain. 

"KJV" are taken from The Holy Bible, King James Version, which 

uses "LORD" and "GOD" for the name of God. Public domain. 

"MKJV" are taken from The Holy Bible, Modern King James 

Version®, which uses "Jehovah" for the name of God. ©1998 by 

Sovereign Grace Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 

"TS" are taken from The Scriptures 2009®, which employ the 

Hebrew "יהוה" for the name of God. Copyright by Institute for 

Scripture Research. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

"WEB" are taken from the online World English Bible®, which 

uses "Yahweh" for the name of God. Public Domain. 
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Disclaimer 

Neither the Bible nor its Author attempt to explain the reality of 

God’s existence or of Divine Revelation. He simply states "I 

AM"—because, after all, from His unique and eternal perspect-

ive, there’s no need to defend the obvious. And He very matter-

of-factly states that the Bible is His divinely-inspired Word to us 

(cf. 2 Samuel 23:2; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:19-21).  

In the same way, this book is not apologetic in nature or content. 

The author accepts the Bible as the authoritative, God-breathed 

Word of God which is "useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness." (2 Timothy 3:16) This book 

makes no attempt to validate or justify the existence of God or 

any other claims in Scripture. The author believes that He is and 

desires only to learn more about Him through the name and 

attributes He has revealed to us in Scripture. 

The name and titles of God as presented in the Old Testament 

represent His power, actions, love, and reputation. The Almighty 

is not an object to be possessed, nor is He accountable to or 

dependent upon anyone’s subjective interpretation or doctrinal 

minutiae.  

This work is not intended to promote any specific attitudes, 

group, faith, or denomination, nor does it insist on the use of 

certain names as a point of doctrine or fidelity to Scripture. The 

intent is only to present objective educational and devotional 

information that would assist you in your own thoughtful 

conclusion about the Almighty and lead you to pursue a more 

knowledgeable and intimate relationship with that inexplicable, 

and yet knowable, entity commonly referred to as "God". 

 

 

 

 

Reprint Permissions 

All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced, 

distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior 

written permission of the publisher, except in the case of religious small 

group/classroom studies, brief quotations in reviews, and certain other 

noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law, all of which must include 

the following notice. 

The God Behind the Names 

© 2013, 2019 by My Redeemer Lives Christian Ministry™. 

All right reserved. Reprinted with permission. 



 

 

5 

Table of Contents 

Prologue ................................................................ 7 

Introduction .......................................................... 9 

Maybe the question 

isn't "who", but "why"! ...................................................... 19 

God's name is "glorious" & "awesome" .................................. 27 

YHWH / Yehovah / Yah 

יהְֹוהִ / יהָּ  / יהוה  .................................................................... 33 

Adonai (Adonay) & Elohim/El/Eloah 

אֲדֹניָ & אלוהים / אל / אלה  ...................................................... 41 

El Shaddai 

י אלֵ שדַַּׁ  

God Almighty / The Almighty .................................................. 53 

El Elyon  

עלְֶיוֹן אלֵ  

Most High God / God Most High .............................................. 61 

YHWH Jireh (Yireh) 

ירְִאהֶ יהְֹוהָ  

YHWH Sees / Will Provide ....................................................... 69 

YHWH M’Kaddesh  

קדָוֹשׁ  יהְֹוהָ  

YHWH Who Sanctifies or Makes Holy........................................ 73 

YHWH Nissi 

נסִִּי יהְֹוהָ   

YHWH Is My Banner .............................................................. 83 

YHWH Rapha (Rophe) 

פָארָ  יְהֹוָה  

YHWH Heals / YHWH Who Heals .............................................. 89 

YHWH Ro’hi (Rohi) 

רָעהָ יהְֹוהָ  

YHWH My Shepherd / YHWH My Friend .................................... 95 

YHWH Shalom 

שלָׁוֹם יהְֹוהָ  

YHWH Is Peace / The Name of YHWH Is Peace ........................ 101 

YHWH Shammah 

שםָׁ יהְֹוהָ  

YHWH Is There ................................................................... 107 

YHWH Tsid'Ke-nu / Tsidkenu 

צדֶֶק יהְֹוהָ   

YHWH Our Righteousness ..................................................... 111 



 

 

6 

YHWH / Elohim Tzva’ot (Sabaoth) 

צבְאָהָ יהְֹוהָ   אלֱהִֹים צְבָאהָ / 

YHWH of Hosts / Elohim of Hosts .......................................... 119 

Epilogue 

Have you seen the King? .................................................. 127 

Glossary .............................................................. 131 

Bibliography ........................................................ 135 

About the Author  ................................................. 137 

 

  


